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The Image of the Veiled Female Athlete as
Reflected in Egyptian Television Talk Shows

Abstract:

This study aimed to monitor and analyze the image of the veiled female athlete as
reflected in Egyptian television talk shows. It sought to identify the features of the media
image presented about her, the media treatment styles employed in addressing her
portrayal, the tone of dialogue, and the accompanying visual illustrative elements, as
well as the positive or negative connotations associated with this image.

Within this framework, the study adopted the descriptive analytical approach
through the use of analytical survey. A contentanalysis form was applied to a purposive
sample consisting of (8) television talk shows, including (4) government-produced
programs and (4) privately produced programs. The total number of segments analyzed
reached (204) segments.

The study yielded several significant findings, the most important of which are:

1- The overall media image of the veiled female athlete in talk shows was
predominantly positive, with a clear emphasis on presenting her as a role
model rather than focusing on controversial or problematic aspects related to
the hijab.

2- The findings revealed a statistically significant correlation between the use of
visual illustrative elements and the nature of the media image presented. The
greater the use of visual elements within the talk show segments, the more
positive the portrayal of the veiled female athlete.

3- Athletic achievement and excellence ranked first among the characteristics
emphasized in presenting veiled female athletes. This was clearly reflected in

examples such as Yomna Ayad, Sara Samir, Feryal Ashraf, and Hedaya Malak,
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where the hijab was associated with success and distinction rather than as an
obstacle.

4- The study also highlighted the presence of positive values accompanying the
image of the veiled female athlete, including perseverance, determination,
discipline, religious and moral commitment, and national belonging, reflecting

a supportive media orientation toward the image of veiled women in the

sports field.

Keywords:

Image of the Veiled Athlete Champion — Talk Shows — Egyptian Television
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